
St. Andrew’s Tidings 

For the Week of March 27 

Message from Margaret: 

 

 Meditating upon the Passion of Christ has a sacramental quality.  It brings 

yesterday into today and allows us to experience the events firsthand in our 

imaginations.  The persons and places of long ago and far away are suddenly 

among us once more.  They transcend history.  They are persons and events of 

revelation.  They reveal or disclose divine truth about God and about God’s 

relationship to us.  However, as in all prayer, discerning revelation is not done 

instantly or easily.  The meaning has to be waited upon, usually in silence, before it 

will yield itself to our attention.  We shared the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem and his trial before Pilate on Palm Sunday last week.  The service begins 

with palms and trumpets, and ends as we personally set our faces towards 

Jerusalem.  There is much celebration, the priests wear red and there is singing and 

pageantry.  But midway through the service, the mood becomes somber and at the 

end of the service the beautiful robes of the clergy are laid on the bare altar in a 

symbol of solemnity. 

 The mood of the joyous exaltation now shifts, as the account of the Passion 

begins with Jesus sharing the Passover meal with his Apostles.  In the context of 

this meal, Jesus teaches his disciples what it means to be a servant.  We too recall 

the Passover meal and connect it with our own celebration of the Eucharist.  As 

Jesus contemplated his imminent separation from his followers, he realized how 

intensely he loved them.  He also understood that his union with the Father, from 

whom he had come and to whom he was returning, meant that all things had been 

entrusted to him. 

 Thus Jesus removed his robe, tied a towel around him, took a basin and 

began to wash the feet of his disciples-a task ordinarily performed by a slave.  This 

was an act of humility and self-emptying comparable to identifying his redeeming 

life with the common elements of bread and wine.  Here the Lord acts as a slave 



and transforms an ordinary gesture of hospitality into a revolutionary act that 

epitomizes the paradox of the Gospel. 

 Thus our Maundy Thursday service, when we reenact the Lord’s Supper, 

and the washing of feet, the clergy are dressed solemnly and, in an act of role 

reversal, wash the feet of the people-taking up the role of the servant.  It is a 

solemn service, which ends in the reserved sacrament of bread and wine taken to a 

place of repose and the people leave in silence to contemplate the Crucifixion. 

 The account of the crucifixion in John’s gospel is full of irony.  One of the 

ironies is that Pilate had a sign put on the cross that said “Jesus of Nazareth, King 

of the Jews.” And while some of the religious leaders wanted the sign changed to 

indicate that he had said he was king of the Jews, Pilate finally found the courage 

to face them down, and he said “What I have written, I have written.”  It is so 

ironic that an unbeliever, who could not have cared less, somehow expressed the 

true meaning of this man Jesus.  He was King, not only of the Jews, but of all 

humanity.  And the real irony is that God died on the cross so that we—the ones 

who brought about his death—might have new life.  On this day, we walk in 

solidarity with Jesus, carrying a cross.  This year it is symbolic that this cross 

represents the sin of racism, the sin of violence and the sin of poverty.   

 As we reach Saturday and the resurrection, we find that the gift of the 

Resurrection is clearly unconnected to the faithfulness of the disciples of Jesus.  

Their faith, in fact, had been nonexistent at the time he had needed them most. 

Thus the Resurrection comes to them out of pure gift-love from God.  And it 

claimed three things to be foundationally true for the rest of the disciples’ lives and 

ministries.  In meeting the Risen Lord, they came to know more than that Jesus 

was merely alive.  He was the embodiment of the kingdom of God, the New 

Reality.  Secondly, in meeting the Risen lord, they came to understand that he 

indeed was “Lord and Christ.”  The Resurrection was vindication of his life and 

ministry. And finally, in meeting the Risen Lord, the disciples came to know that 

Resurrection meant much more than conquering the individual problem of 

surviving death.  It revealed the defeat of the power of evil, that nothing can 

ultimately separate us from the Love of Christ. 

 We begin on Easter eve with the first fire of Easter, as it was very early in 

the morning when Mary and the other disciples went to the tomb.  We hear the 

story in scripture form of our Biblical history. Through the history of the Church, 

this Holy Night is the premiere night for baptism, as the Catechumenates had been 



preparing for a year, so we, too, will have baptism.  It is then followed by the great 

Alleluias! Of the Resurrection as we sing “Jesus, Christ is Risen Today!” and the 

thankful festivities begin.  The Resurrection of the body of the risen Jesus teaches 

us that we do not belong finally to this world, but to God alone.  Alleluia! 

 

 
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 

 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY March 24 

7:00 P.M. HOLY EUCHARIST WITH THE WASHING OF THE FEET 

Accompanied by a String Trio 

 

GOOD FRIDAY-11:00 A.M. March 25 Prayers for  Poverty racism and 

Violence,  

PROCESSION TO THE CHURCH WITH THE CROSS 

MEET AT OAKS BY THE BAY PARK (In case of rain the service begins at 

NOON) 

Service in the Church Begins at Noon 

FOLLOWED BY THE SOLEMN COLLECTS AND EUCHARIST FROM THE 

RESERVED SACRAMENTS 

 

HOLY SATURDAY-5:30 P.M. March 26 

FIRST FIRE OF EASTER AND THE EASTER VIGIL 

FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER AND HOLY BAPTISM 

BRASS AND CHOIR 

Followed by Gala Reception 

EASTER SUNDAY -10 A.M. March 27 

FESTAL HOLY EUCHARIST WITH BRASS AND CHOIR 

If you need a ride for any service, please call the church. 
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  THERE WILL BE A RECEPTION FOLLOWING 
THE EASTER VIGIL.  PLEASE BRING FOOD TO SHARE. 
 
 
 
 
 
FYI: If your group uses the kitchen and eats in byrne 
Hall, especially in the evening, please take the trash 
out and please do not leave food in the sink.  We 
are having a rodent problem because of food left in 
the trash and kitchen.  Also please check the air 
conditioner thermostats in Byrne Hall and the church 
and narthex if you have turned it on.  Many, many 
thanks for your help in this.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY NATIVITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
222 North Bonita Ave., Panama City, FL 32401 

850-747-4000 

 
Join us for the Steak and Bake to benefit Wilmer Halll 

April 17," 2015 Sunday at 5:00 pm " 
 
Hot-off-the,..grill hand-cut steaks, baked potatoes, and 
fixin's that you'd expect. Come on out to benefit a great 
cause, enjoy a great meal, and spend some quality time 
with your familyand friends. 
 
Yes! Sign me up for great food and company! 

Name: ----------------------------------- 

Phone: ----------------------------------- 
" Email: 
------------~-------------------------------- 

Number in your party __ _ 

Cost is only $20 per person; checks payable to HNEC (note 
on your check "Wilmer Hall Steak and Bake"). 
 
The deadline to sign-up is Sunday, April 10, 2016!! 

For more information about this event, please email 
H"ercules Pettis at 15hllpetis@gmail.com. 
 

WilmerHall is our Diocesan sponsored ChlldrenJs Home 
locatedin MobileJ AL. Go to" " www.wilmerhall.orq to find 
out more information! 
 

 



AdaT udTuesday 

Tuesday, April 5@ 6 PM Family Concert 

 
  

Bay County Public Library 898 W 11th St ▪ Panama City, FL  

(850) 522-2118  
www.nwrls.com  
 
  

Adam Miller is one of the premier autoharpists in 
the world, he is a renowned American folksinger 
and natural-born storyteller.  
 
 
 
 
  

Sponsored by Northwest Florida Music 

Teachers Association 
 

 



 

 

“We need some Christians who are as crazy the Lord.  Crazy 

enough to love like Jesus, to give like Jesus, to forgive like Jesus, 

to do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God- like Jesus.  

Crazy enough to dare to change the world from the nightmare it 

often is into something close to the dream that God dreams for 

it.  And for those who would follow him, those who would be his 

disciples, those who would live as and be the people of the 

Way?   It might come as a shock, but they are called to 

craziness.” 

 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s address to 2012 General 

Convention of the Episcopal Church 

 

Pray for Episcopal Relief and Development as it dares to follow 

our Lord’s call to craziness! 

 

 

 



Please keep the following in your prayers:  Bob, Virginia, Mike, Warren, Mary, Ed, 
Irv, Jeanne, Wes, Bev, Lillian, Kathleen, Pam, Kirsten, Bill and Margaret, Dawn, 
Hong, John, Rudy, Baby Ava, Debra, Rick, David, Margaret Kirsten, Lindsey, Tina, 
Vincent, Phil, Kathleen, Pam, Logan, Dawn, Skylee, John, Barbara, Vincent, Vicky, 
Becky, Hong, Mary Lou, Dawn, Paul, Rachel, Erika, Jeremy, John, Vincent, 
Jeremy, Erika, Vicky, Becky, Hong, Mary Lou, Dawn, Paul, Rachel, Gail, Ronnie, 
Lavern, Luke, Barbara 

 

 

(Names  are left on the prayer list for 3 weeks, unless specified for a longer time) 

We pray for our men and women in the Armed Forces at home and abroad:  
Richard, David, Brian, Jason, Billy, Colin, Todd, Brett, Jordan, Jeremiah, Richard, 
Patricia, Jeffrey 


