
St. Andrew’s Tidings 

For the Week of February 21 
 Message from Margaret 

 

We have been trained to be unbelievers.  Consider how this process of mistrust 

occurs in the everydayness of little “white lies” compiled in a fascinating little 

book “The Book of  Lies” by M. Hirsh Goldberg: “The doctor will be with you 

shortly;” “Let’s get together for lunch”; “I’ll give you a call”; “I’ll return the book 

as soon as I finish reading it”; “What?  The check was in the mail two weeks ago”: 

“If elected, I will….”  Goldberg points out how little lies lead to bigger, more 

dangerous ones. 

 No wonder Jesus refers to the devil as “the father of lies.” This sheds light 

on Abram, the father of believers.  He is one who accepts the promise of God, 

when everything in his life—all the dead-end promises and untruths he has 

heard—tells him not to.  For instance, when called by God, Abram was anything 

but a young man.  In his advanced years, he was settled and established.  He had 

made a good life for himself and was enjoying the final fruits of it.  He dutifully 

had accepted the values of his father, and these values had provided him with 

longevity and prosperity.  The “golden years” were upon him.  And yet, at this 

juncture in his life, when all the change most seniors in his situation are looking for 

is a condo in Florida, God calls him to leave his own land and become and 

uncharted wanderer.  On top of the call to leave his country and kindred for an 

unspecified destination that God will show him, Abram is promised by God that “I 

will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so 

that you will be a blessing” (Genesis 12:2).   

 “Riiight!” the jaded, lied-to side of Abram must have cried out, reminding 

himself that barren couples in their seventies don’t just up and start a family, much 

less a great nation, with Medicare picking up the tab.  But the two retirees and their 

entourage leave Haran.  In faith, despite their doubt, the sexagenarians set out and 

eventually arrive in Canaan.  But then the famine comes and they go to Egypt, 

where Abram practices a little duplicity of his own on Pharaoh, passing the comely 



Sarah off as his sister.  Pharaoh uncovers the ruse and then boots the two out of 

Egypt.  Genesis continues with Abram’s and Lot’s separation.  Lot’s captivity and 

rescue and Abram’s being blessed by Melchizedek before telling of God’s second 

promise to Abram that he will be the father of a great nation. 

 This “second” covenant God makes with Abram is a most solemn one—

occurring amid darkness, smoking oven, and flaming torch—but it is the same as 

the first.  Both commit God to Abram without requiring anything in return.  Unlike 

later covenants that God makes with Israel which are dependent upon Israel’s 

continuing faithfulness, the commitment God effects with Abram is unconditional.  

This unmerited faithfulness of God was a faith stance unprecedented in the ancient 

world, where pagan deities were understood as capricious and fickle and the 

mercurial spiritual world was to be appeased and propitiated by worshipers.   

 The lesson here is simply this: God is faithful.  God is trustworthy. God is 

gracious.  Under the starry nights of the Negev desert, when Abram must have 

confronted the unrelenting voice of doubt—born out of seventy-five years of living 

in a world filled with mendacity and mistrust—this was the conclusion he came to.  

This is the sacred trust Abram staked his life on and which he passed on to the 

unnumbered descendants God promised--and in the end, gave to him. 

 In this time of Lent, let us focus on the faithfulness of our God.  Our life can 

take on new meaning and excitement when we know that god cares that much.  We 

Christians know freedom from guilt, from depressing dullness of a meaningless 

life, from the fear of death, because Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem where the 

prophets are killed. 

 

Blessings and love for a Holy Lent, 
Margaret+ 

 

 

 

 

 



FIVE LOAVES OF GARLIC BREAD- 

This Week’s Thought for Lent 

by Richelle Thompson on March 13, 2014  

Like young children are want to do, our daughter 

belted out the song during the Vacation Bible School program. Not old enough yet to care about 

the risk of embarrassment in public, she tapped her foot almost to the beat, and her blue eyes 

sparkled.  

"One basket, two fish," she sang loudly. "Five loaves of garlic bread."  

The singing continued but the adults politely pulled their hands to their mouths to cover the 

smiles at her faux pas. I don't really blame her: What 5-year-old has heard of barley bread? 

Garlic bread, sure. Barley, not so much.  

I think of this incident often, especially when I come up short in my own faith life. When I don't 

get it quite right. When my tongue has been out and ahead of my mind or heart. When I fail to 

be generous or when I respond out of hurt instead of forgiveness. When I wait for my sister to 

call first after a wicked fight or when I harbor petty jealousy about which parents seem to be part 

of the "in crowd."  

During Lent, we are supposed to examine our lives, to be reminded of our deep and abiding 

need for God's grace. I'm comforted by the thought of singing about garlic bread instead of 

barley loaves. When I try, when I give my best and am earnest and sincere in my actions, I still 

might not get it right. But God can take what I offer and make it whole. Transforming my 

blunders into opportunities. Taking two fish and five loaves and feeding five thousand. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ecfvp.org/posts/author/richelle-thompson


 



ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

New Format 
this week we will begin a new series called 
“Hookers, Looters, and Cheats: The curious 
companions of Jesus.”  Following these six 
sessions will be Failing, Falling, and Flying: 
Genesis Stories of Original Grace. This Week: 
Looters: Tax Collectors types/Jesus’ Justice 
and Mercy Relationships 

Lenten Dates to Remember  
 

Fridays in Lent: Stations of the Cross, 11 a.m.; Followed by 

light soup and salad lunch.  There will be a sign-up sheet on 

the bulletin board for those who would like to prepare a 

light soup and salad lunch. 

PALM SUNDAY: March 20. The Blessing of the Palms and 

Passion Narrative 

MAUNDY THURSDAY: MARCH 24  6 P.M. Seder Meal 

followed by Holy Eucharist and Foot-washing. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXtsiapbvKAhWISCYKHfeeBJ0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.slu.edu/mission-matters-220&psig=AFQjCNHZYSJu5mYmCO4QnAZ2A343YuruvQ&ust=1453478957672328


 
 

The Garden of Hope Needs Your Help 

The Garden of Hope ministry needs two picnic 

tables with benches. If you or someone you know 

has a picnic table that is not being used, please 

consider donating it to our Garden of Hope 

ministry. The students from Oakland Terrace 

Elementary will use the tables to write in their 

plant journals or to do science experiments while 

visiting the garden. Contributions are tax 

deductible. For more info, contact Laurie Ayers at 

265-5978.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Thirty -fifth 

 Men's Conference 

 and Retreat 

March 4, 5, & 6, 2016 

  

The Alsolife: 

Life Beyond the Life We Know 

  

Presented by 

Reverend Barbara Crafton 

Priest, Author and Spiritual Director 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Join us in supporting the St. Andrew Baptist Benevolence 

Mission  

Food Pantry.   The food pantry is open five days a week to 

distribute groceries to our neighbors in need of help.  We are 

focusing on BREAKFAST CEREALS.  When you shop for your 

groceries, please remember those in need and purchase an item 

for our Grocery Cart Ministry.  Collection baskets are under the 

bulletin board in Byrne Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 



Episcopal Relief and Development 

Many of you gave generously to Episcopal Relief and Development at Christmas 

through your purchases at the Alternative Gift Market.  As we prepare ourselves 

for Lent, there is a new opportunity to become more familiar with Episcopal 

Relief and Development and support its mission through daily prayer and 

meditation. Print copies of the Lenten Meditations will be available at the end of 

the month in Byrne Hall, but you can also sign up to have the daily meditation 

sent directly to your email account so that each morning the meditation will be in 

your inbox reminding you to quiet yourself at the beginning of the day and join 

with other Episcopalians to reflect on our mission to recognize and uphold 

human dignity.  The address to sign up for Lenten Meditations to be delivered 

via email is: http://www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/church-

campaigns/lent  . Scroll down and on the right hand side of the page is a notice 

to sign up for email delivery of the Lenten Meditations.  Click on that and fill in 

your email address.    

Episcopal Relief & Development's Mandate: 

Lord, when was it that We saw you hungry and gave you food? 
We saw you thirsty and gave you something to drink? 

We saw you a stranger and welcomed you? 
We saw you sick and took care of you? 
We saw you in prison and visited you? 

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’ 

—Matthew 25: 37-40 (NRSV 

 

 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/church-campaigns/lent
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/church-campaigns/lent
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-and-resources/online-press-kit


Please keep the following in your prayers:  Bob, Virginia, Mike, Warren, Mary, 
Josh, Deb, Anne, Shawn,, Camille, Jan, Jeremy, Kim, Vito, Luke, Markuson family, 
Patricia, Martha, Frances, Carol, Doris, Ed, Bobbie, Reagan, Christian, Peggy, 
Vincent, Donald, Terry, Pam, Steven, Amy, Kyleigh, Denise, Susan, Irv, Jeanne, 
Wes, Bev, Lillian, Kathleen, Pam, Kirsten, Mary Jane, Bill and Margaret, MaryLou, 
Dawn, Hong, John, Rudy, Baby Ava, Debra, Gail, Rick, David, Margaret Kirsten, 
Lindsey, Tina, Vincent, Phil, Kathleen, Pam, Logan, Dawn, Skylee 

 

 

(Names  are left on the prayer list for 3 weeks, unless specified for a longer time) 

We pray for our men and women in the Armed Forces at home and abroad:  
Richard, David, Brian, Jason, Billy, Colin, Todd, Brett, Jordan, Jeremiah, Richard, 
Patricia, Jeffrey 
 


