St. Andrew’s Tidings
In the past several weeks I have written about Faith
Commitment and how important it is to our relationship
with God. Faith Commitment involves time, talent, and
money. In the next several weeks some of our members
who have found the tithe very important in their lives will speak about that in
church. The tithe is important in my life as well.
We subscribe to Vestry Papers which is made possible through the Episcopal
Church Foundation. This year’s focus on Faith Commitment offers some very
interesting ways to approach Stewardship. In a previous parish we practiced year
round Faith Commitment. At Clergy Conference we heard from a parish in
Greenville that does the same thing. At vestry meeting this Wednesday I shared
with the vestry a piece from Vestry Papers, and I would like to share that with all
of you.

VESTRY PAPERS / Practicing Generosity
No More Pledge Cards – Please!
By Angela Emerson, part of the Vestry Papers issue on Practicing Generosity

I want to issue a challenge to stewardship leaders across the country. Let’s start a campaign
“NO MORE PLEDGE CARDS!”
Seriously!
Our focus on distributing pledge cards has become a distraction from the central purpose of a
stewardship season or campaign. Too often financial leadership in our congregations focuses
on the budget instead of our spiritual relationship to wealth and our vision for ministry. The
notion that the budget tells the story of our vision is completely eclipsed by the methodology of
constructing a line item budget.
Few people in the pews make the connection between their faith in God and the practice of
giving a portion of what they have to the church or to others. I often hear, “We are a small
congregation and we have heard each other’s stories.” Really?! What does it say about our
deepening and ongoing relationship with God if we have only one, unchanging, story to tell?

If we begin developing new strategies now that leave out the pledge card the greater the chance
of success. So imagine with me how a congregation might incorporate a year round focus on
stewardship into their common life.


Congregations might start during Lent with a reflection series that focuses on how we
understand Psalm 24: “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and those
who live in it. “ Everyone is invited to select a very ordinary but “essential” object in his or
her life: a car, refrigerator, bicycle, bed, or a favorite tie or pair of shoes. A special altar is
set up in the church to receive a symbol or picture of this object for everyone to see.
Every day during Lent each person takes a moment of silence while touching the object
and intentionally praying, “Thank you God for providing me with this _______. May I use
it to your glory this day and every day.” All are asked to make short note of what the
experience is like and to share it as a family at the end of each week. Perhaps the
children can draw a picture of the experience. Insights from those family discussions are
then shared in both in writing and orally in as many places as possible. All are preserved
for later use in the stewardship season.



During the Easter season each family is asked to give $.50 per person per week
(representing the 50 days of Easter) in a special offering. The offering is accompanied
by a suggestion of an organization, cause, or need that might receive the special
offering. The suggestion is accompanied by a story of how the family understands that
God is working in the family and in that organization or cause. These stories are shared
with the congregation and the vestry or outreach committee makes a decision as to who
will receive this special offering, with the decision announced on Trinity Sunday.



During Pentecost there is teaching from the pulpit about one or more marks of Christian
giving: Intentional, Regular, Proportional, Cheerful, Generous, First. Examples are
shared of how the vestry practices these marks of giving as they practice good
stewardship of the churches assets. Parishioners are invited to write down and offer their
own stories of how each of these characteristics is lived out. Time for reflection and
writing down the stories is provided during worship.



The stewardship campaign itself utilizes all of the insights and stories of the year to help
us grow spiritually. The first week of the campaign is reflecting on God as the owner of
all that we have and all that we are. How are we different when we understand as
stewards and not as owners? The second week is focused on recognizing the
abundance that God has given to each of us individually and as a faith community. What
are the assets that we overlook or are underappreciated that we need to celebrate? The
third week is focused on God’s grace. How do we experience that grace and what is our
response to that grace? The last week is about nurturing generosity. “Grace yields
gratitude which yield generosity.” How does the Church as a community of faith respond

to God’s grace with its own practice of generosity? Each year these questions are given
a specific focus and responses can be offered on a card during Sunday worship, via
email, Facebook, website, or any other form. All of this culminates in a glorious and
colorful celebration during which people write down their monetary offering along with a
prayer for God’s help in growing their spirit of generosity.
It has been a delight to hear from people across the country who are trying to develop new
kinds of stewardship programs designed to nurture and grow spiritually mature Christians who
practice generosity. Please, let’s continue to share our ideas and journeys in this incredible
movement toward generosity.
Angela Emerson is the minister of stewardship development in the Diocese of Vermont.
Actively involved with TENS, The Episcopal Network for Stewardship, she currently serves as a
board member and blogs regularly for TENS. http://www.tens.org.

Our Vestry liked this idea, and so in January we will begin a year round Faith
Commitment Season. This year you will receive pledge cards to turn in on Faith
Commitment Sunday, and I urge you to consider the tithe if you have never done
that. Start somewhere on the continuum – it may be 2 %, it may be the 10% tithe.
I promise it will bless your life. We also need to keep up with our Living Stones
pledges. Some of you have paid those up and yet, you keep on giving. Thank you.
In closing, I would like to remind us of Our Vision that we created in 2012.
A Vision of Mission: St. Andrew’s will begin in a new way to routinely
reach out to those who do not know Christ (or who do not have a church
home). The primary focus of the Church is to minister to those who have yet
to enter our doors. Each of us is an evangelist.
A Vision of Worship: Make worship transforming and accessible, so
that when people leave they are thirsting to come back for more.
A Vision of Hospitality: Practice Radical Hospitality. Besides worship,
newcomer ministry must be the most important ministry in the parish.

Namaste’

Margaret+

Coming Up:
A Taize’ Service in Celebration of All Saint’s Day
Sunday, November 1, at 4 p.m.
*************

9 a.m. for Sunday School for All Ages
Adult Sunday School: “Prayer” (A four week
study)
Led by Sally Brewer
Godly Play for Youth and Children
Led by Lucy Dozar

Br in g y o u r w in e for
baylights!

Help Wanted!
Volunteers from St. Andrews are needed to help Tuesday,
Sept. 29, at the St. Andrew Oaks Garden of Hope located
at the corner of Fairland Ave. and 10th St. We will partner
with students/teachers from Oakland Terrace Elementary
and the beach Home Depot to create a fall garden. We will
begin at 8:30.
Volunteers from St. Andrew’s are asked to interact with
the students and assist them in planting and tending the
garden. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to
learn environmental awareness, health and nutrition,
math, science and agriculture. The ministry truly helps us
as a congregation to go beyond our doors and share with
others in our community. If you are interested in helping,
please contact Laurie Ayers. Bring your trowel, water,
wheel barrow, gardening gloves, etc. See you at the
garden!

Episcopal Church Women’s Fall Retreat

The Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast will be having their Episcopal
Church Women’s Fall Retreat at Camp Beckwith on October 2-4, 2015.
The Very Reverend Kate Moorehead will be the Keynote Speaker.
Please feel free to take a copy of the retreat schedule and breakout
sessions from the tract rack in Byrne Hall.
Mobile Christian-Jewish Dialogue

The Mobile Christian-Jewish Dialogue, along with several cosponsor organizations, will welcome Amy-Jill Levine, to the Mobile
area, October 8-11. Dr. Levine, a Jewish New Testament scholar,
is professor of New Testament at Vanderbilt Divinity School in
Nashville, Tenn. She will speak on different topics at different
locations in Mobile and Daphne. All speaking engagements are
open to the public and free of charge.

THANK YOU!
To David Dean who donated a large screen TV for events in
Byrne Hall, and to Deacon Ray for installing it!
Clergy Conference
Margaret and Ray attended Bishop Russell’s first Clergy Conference Sunday,
Monday, and Tuesday. It was one of the most well attended in quite some
time. There were times of fun, and times of deep introspection. +Russell
offered the fact that Deacons are to wear clergy shirts and collars on
Sunday, but on Sunday only. Look for Ray in new garb soon!

Mosquito Nets
St. Andrew’s has held an Alternative Gift Fair for several years to benefit Episcopal Relief
and Development. We have purchased about 350 nets with our alternative gifts and each
net covers up to three sleeping people. Thank you for helping to care for our brothers and
sisters who are afflicted by this often fatal illness.
Geneva (AFP) - Malaria deaths worldwide have fallen by 60 percent since 2000, the UN said
Thursday, with improved diagnostic tests and the massive distribution of mosquito nets aiding
dramatic progress against the disease.
Fifteen years ago, malaria killed nearly 840,000 people, while projections for this year indicate
the disease is likely to cause 438,000 deaths, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the
United Nations children's agency (UNICEF) said in a joint report.
"Global malaria control is one of the great public health success stories of the past 15 years,"
WHO Director-General Margaret Chan said.

Photos from the Luau and Ukulele Orchestra
Presentation

ST. ANDREW’S MOVIE LOVER’S
NIGHT
Friday, September 18, 2015, 6 P.M.
“THE PRIZE WINNER OF
DEFIANCE, OHIO”

Dinner: Chicken (and vegetarian option), red and white wine, ginger ale and
chilled bottled water. Trivia Contest at end with winner getting prize.
Donations to the Living Stones Fund.

Bay Lights is Coming Up!
September 25-26 Next Week!!
We are collecting wine for the weekend again,
so bring your wine and leave it in Byrne Hall.
St. Andrew’s is in charge of the Bishop’s
Barbecue. We will be taking donations (tax
deductable) for the barbecue which we will
purchase; but we will also need side dishes such
as baked beans, slaw, chips, and soda.
We will also be collecting items for the silent
auction. If you have a vacation place, a condo, a
boat for a boat trip that would be auctioned,
please talk with Kathy Lopez or Camilla
Jimmerson

Please keep the following in your prayers: Iva, Bob, Harry, Bill., John, Sallie,
Charles, Wendy, David, Marilyn, Sandra, Vincent, Leslie, Mary, Bobbie, Betty and
Jim, Hong, Hazen, Anna, Jimmy, Rita, Shawn, Eric, Janice, Corey, Kelly, Anne,
Diane, Sue, Luke, Jon, Beryl, Corey, Jimmy, Lindafaye, Richard, Patricia, Jeremy,
Heather, Gail, Teresa, Virginia, Patrick, Lisa, Adam, Lynn, Mr. & Mrs. Collins,
Peggy, Bill, Toni, Bob, Mike,
(Names are left on the prayer list for 3 weeks, unless specified for a longer time)

We pray for our men and women in the Armed Forces at home and abroad:
Richard, David, Brian, Jason, Billy, Colin, Todd, Brett, Jordan, Jeremiah, Richard,
Patricia

