
St. Andrew’s Tidings 

 
Michael Durall, in his book Creating Congregations of 

Generous People, which our vestry studied a couple of 

years ago, has a chapter entitled, The Budget Isn’t Really That Important.  He says 

that “focusing on a budget has inadvertently created low-level and same-level 

giving among church members.  Focusing on a budget “defeats the whole idea of 

generosity as a fundamental religious principle, of returning to God some 

proportion of what we have been given and building a stronger faith. It doesn’t 

matter what the operating budget is. In fact, a congregation that gives more to the 

church might break out of that hesitant, fearful, apologetic, controlling tradition 

that budgets impose on congregations….All too often, the budget process focuses 

on the familiar and reinforces our inclination to recreate yesterday—i.e.-‘this is the 

way we always did it.’”   

 The Church is not a business, and while we take great care with what has 

been given, the Church is “a charitable entity. Charitable giving in a religious 

context,” Durall continues, “is not merely a financial matter.  It is an emotional and 

spiritual commitment that helps define our relationship with God over the course 

of our lives.  Sharing what we have is how we accomplish what God calls us to do 

in this time and place.  Arthur Ashley Hale writes, ‘let’s replace the dreary, 

lockstep annual budget with a thoughtfully prepared list of what the church could 

do and even what it should so.  The issue is not whether the church will survive, 

but whether it will flourish.” 

 Charitable giving should make some difference in how we as religious 

people experience life from day to day.  If giving to the church is similar to writing 

a check at the end of the month to pay the phone bill or electric bill, then forgetting 

about it, then this is not charitable giving.  Silvo Anardoni, treasurer for a major 

denomination says, “Charitable giving should change your life in some way. 

Charitable giving helps people life righteous lives.  Being religious people and 

sharing in good measure should change our lives—forever.” 

 A Methodist minister wrote a letter to her bishop saying, “I preach tithing.  

As a pastor I am responsible for people spiritually, and believe the biblical basis 



for tithing is a way of worshipping, a delight, and that people who do not tithe are 

missing out.  I’m excited about giving.  Here is what I ask my congregation to do: 

 * Worship regularly—at least once a week. 

 * Meet God daily in a set time of prayer. 

 * Participate in the educational program of the church 

* Engage in individual study regularly, for improvement of the mind, for    

enlargement of Christian experience, and in preparation of Christian service. 

* Serve regularly in the programs of this church and in the areas of Christian  

responsibility outside of this church 

* Dedicate a tithe of income to the work of the Kingdom of God. 

People who belong to high-expectation churches believe that God has given them 

everything they have.  Not only that—God lets them keep 90 percent of it!!  What 

a deal!   

 Dream big.  What could our church do, what should our church do beyond 

our walls-- to really do what God is calling us to do in order to thank God for being 

so gracious and loving to us.  God has given us our very life and breath!!  How will 

we respond? 

Namaste’ 

Margaret+ 

 

COMING UP 
 

Kick Off Sunday                              September 13 

Sign up for choir, lay ministry etc!  And end the day with 
 

Sunday School for All Ages         September 13 

Adult Sunday School: “Prayer” (A four week study)  

 Led by Sally Brewer 

 

Bay Lights           September 25-26 



Ukulele Orchestra of St. Andrew’s in 
Concert 

Including A Luau Featuring Heavy hors 
d’oeuvres  and Beverages  

 
 

 

Aloha!  Many of us have dreamed of traveling to Hawaii and going to a 

fabulous luau with sumptuous food and drink with the sound of ukuleles 

playing our favorite songs.  Now your chance is right here at St. Andrew's on 

September 13 for KICK-OFF SUNDAY at 5:30pm.  We will be 

welcoming the St. Andrews Ukulele Orchestra for our September concert in 

Byrne Hall.  So put on your best Hawaiian outfit and sign up to bring some 

luau style food.  Laurie Ayers has lots of ideas for you about fun easy food that 

you can bring to help make the occasion festive.  We have a sign up sheet in on 

the bulletin board in Byrne Hall.  This event will be BYOB.   

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Guild 

It’s September and the start up of opportunities to enjoy and 

participate in our church family. St. Mary’s Guild is one of 

those opportunities and open to all our women.  

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month at members homes, the 

church or a special spot in the community.   

We enjoy prayer, programs and fellowship and we’d love to 

have you enjoy it with us on September 8, 2015 at 10:00 am in 

Byrne Hall. The program will be “Birding” with Teri Floore. 

Our hostesses will be Shirley Gobat, Ann Bruce, Judy Cooley 

and Mary Davenport.  

Don’t forget your Wine for 

baylights! 
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Bay Lights is Coming Up! 
September 25-26 

We are collecting wine for the weekend again, 
so bring your wine and leave it in Byrne Hall. 

St. Andrew’s is in charge of the Bishop’s 
Barbecue.  We will be taking donations (tax 
deductable) for the barbecue which we will 

purchase; but we will also need side dishes such 
as baked beans, slaw, chips, and soda. 

We will also be collecting items for the silent 
auction.  If you have a vacation place, a condo, a 
boat for a boat trip that would be auctioned, 

please talk with Kathy Lopez or Camilla 
Jimmerson 

http://www.beckwithal.com/


  FUN! FUN! FUN!  CARD PARTY 

The Gulf Coast Women’s Club is now holding a monthly Card Party on the fourth 

Monday of every month in Byrne Hall.  They serve lunch and play all kinds of 

games—bridge, shanghai, hand and foot, Mexican dominoes, etc.—from 10 

until 2.  The cost is $15 which covers the cost of lunch and is a fundraiser for 

their service groups.  They would love to have anyone from St. Andrew’s join 

them!  Contact Teri Floore (763-2439) for reservations especially bridge players 

so they have full tables) so they know how many to plan on feeding. 

 

 

 

Treats and Garden Work Day! 
 
Don’t miss out on Teri Floore’s cinnamon rolls 
and fruit to be provided to those who participate in 
a garden work day to be held Saturday, August 
29, from 8:30-10:30. Bring your shovels, rakes, 
pitchforks, wagons or wheel barrows and help us 
spread wood chips in the St. Andrew Oaks 
Garden of Hope. We need some strong 
volunteers! 
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Episcopal Church Women’s Fall Retreat 

 

The Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast will be having their Episcopal Church 

Women’s Fall Retreat at Camp Beckwith on October 2-4, 2015. The Very 

Reverend Kate Moorehead will be the Keynote Speaker. Please feel free to take a 

copy of the retreat schedule and breakout sessions from the tract rack in Byrne 

Hall.  

 

Please join us for breakfast this 
Sunday beginning at 8:30 am. $3.00 for one 
person, $5.00 per couple, and $7:00 per 
family.  
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Please keep the following in your prayers : Norma, Lisa, Elaine, Madison, John, 
Beth, Carol, Virginia, Iva, Frank, Cynthia, Bob, Harry, Bill, Brent, Blaine, Bret, 
Phillip, Kirsten, Titus. Charley, Joni, Jon, Abel, Chris, Shawn S., John, Sallie, 
Charles, Wendy, David, Marilyn, Sandra, Vincent, Leslie, Mary, Bobbie, Betty and 
Jim, Hong, Shawn, Bobby, Kirsten, Hazen, Anna, Jimmy, Hong, Rita, Shawn, Eric, 
Anna, The Steiner family, Janice, Corey, Kelly, Anne, Diane, Sue, Luke 

(Names  are left on the prayer list for 3 weeks, unless specified for a longer time) 

We pray for our men and women in the Armed Forces at home and abroad: Jeff,   
James, Andrew, Kenneth, Evan, Ryan, Joe, Nate, Richard, David, Brian, Jason, 
Billy, Colin, Todd, Brett, Jordan, Jeremiah, Richard, Patricia 


