St. Andrew’s Tidings
A Message from Margaret
This week’s gospel lesson is about the king who gave a
wedding banquet for his son. Considering all that happens,
it is an insight into the inclusive nature of God’s Kingdom.
However there are some surprises in it. In the story,
everyone is invited to the lord’s banquet, but not everyone who expects a seat will
get one. In those days, such marriage feasts could last for several days; so in
accordance with custom, the king sent his slaves to remind the invited guests that it
was time to come. When they did not arrive, the king sent more slaves to
announce that all the preparations were complete. However, the guests still
refused to come and “made light” of the invitation. Some continued tending to
their farms and businesses, but others killed the king’s slaves. Such mistreatment
of slaves makes this similar to the parable of the wicked tenants.
Next the king, in his anger, sent his army to destroy the murders and their
entire city. The destruction of the city can be taken to refer to the fall of Jerusalem
in 7 AD. Since there were now no guests for the banquet, the host commanded his
slaves to go out into the streets and bring in everyone they found to partake of the
feast. The slaves did as they were instructed and “gathered all…both good and
bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.” This highlights the mixed
backgrounds of those called by Jesus to God’s Kingdom.
Those who might have been expected to respond to the Divine invitation
showed only contempt for it; while those who seemed disqualified accepted and
were welcomed. The ones whom God uses are often the most unlikely candidates
for service; and if we do not heed the call, God’s work will be carried out by
others. Furthermore, those who think they are the heirs to God’s Kingdom, as did
the religious leaders to whom the parable is addressed, will finally be rejected if
they put other concerns first.
This points to the fact that we must accept God’s terms and God’s methods,
now and in the life to come. Are we allowing life to teach us compassion,
complexity, maturity? Do we desire God’s Kingdom enough to begin to “dress” for
it in this life? As we ponder the possible meanings underlying the metaphor of the

wedding garment, what rises to the top of the list is something like “the measure of
our desire.” How can we prepare to enter heaven, to begin feasting with God,
unless we already yearn to love god and our neighbor eternally, with all our heart?
The anonymous author of 14th century classic The Cloud of Unknowing tells
us that “the access to Heaven is through desire. He who longs to be there really is
there in spirit. The path to Heaven is measured by desire and not by miles.” And
Edgar Krents writes in The Christian Century: There are political consequences to
Christian proclamation. The parable warns against any attitude—of an individual,
church or nation—that assumes that one’s favorable position before god cannot be
lost. Lands that were once Christian are such no more. Pleading the Christian
politically is no guarantee of survival; indeed, this parable reminds us that it can be
dangerous.”
True desire for God is the one adornment that cuts through all of our
differences, in experience and in understanding. It is what puts us on the path, and
what keeps us there. And the wearing of it goes not only over the skin, but to the
heart.
Blessings and love,
Margaret +

Sunday School for October: Forgiveness
9:00 a.m.
Music Sets the Tone for Worship
The Episcopal Church has always been known for a time for prayer before the
service. Often we put in the bulletin: “If you must talk, whisper a prayer to
God.” When the prelude begins, the service begins. So, please consider those who
are trying to pray before the service by not visiting with your neighbor. Even
though we are in a temporary space, it is our worship space for now. Also, the
choir has worked inordinately hard on the anthem. This is a part of the offering
to God. It is not a time to visit. Thanks.

St. Andrews Movie Lovers Movie Night
Friday, October 17, 2014 at St. Andrews Episcopal Church for St. Andrews Movie
Lovers Movie Night. Details are as follows:
Who: Dr. Dan Finley will coordinate; you can contact him by email
at dfinley@gulfcoast.edu
When: Friday, October 17th; Start time: 6 PM.
Where: Byrne (Parrish) Hall, St. Andrews Episcopal Church, 1608 Baker Court, PC
32401 [Parking in the Back]
What: Dinner and a Movie
Dinner: Empanadas, red wine, white wine, ginger ale and water
Movie: Dragonfly (2002) IMDB 6.0: Starring Kevin Costner, Susanna
Thompson & Kathy Bates; Dr. Joe Darrow is a recently widowed doctor. He is
grieving due to the death of his pregnant wife in a Red Cross mission in
Venezuela. Although being atheist, he began to believe that his dead wife wants
to communicate with him, through her young patients in the Pediatrics of a
Chicago hospital.
Announcement: We will have a large-screen TV!
Other: No admittance fee, but donations accepted and encouraged. None of the
donations are used to cover expenses. All donations will go to Living Stones
building fund.
Future: The concept is to find interesting and watchable movies for the movie
lovers at St. Andrews and from the community. Current thinking is to rotate
between little-seen good-to-great movies, foreign movies and classic movies. Will
take requests.
For additional information, contact Dr. Dan at email address above.

Bay Lights is Coming Soon!: November 1st. Plan
now to attend!! Buy your raffle ticket from the
Jimmersons for a chance at $5,000! Don’t forget
your Wine for Beckwith!
Chairs
The Chairs are $240 each. If you would like to purchase a
chair in honor of or in memory of someone, please see Anne
Staley following the service.

Office Volunteers
We are in need of office volunteers. If you can
spare a few hours, morning or afternoon, please
speak to Kathy Lopez. You can also call her at
785-9604

SUPPER AT GRACE
It’s that time again! Thursday, October 16th, St. Andrew’s will host Supper at
Grace at Grace Episcopal Church on the beach. We provide a nutritious
supper for about 100 men, women and children. Needed are volunteers to
support this ministry by helping to set up, cook, serve and clean up. The sign
up sheet is on the bulletin board in Byrne Hall. This is an opportunity to serve
the needy and get acquainted with other St. Andrew’s members. No
experience needed- just a willing heart. For more information contact Teri
Floore (763-2439).

Come Jam With Us!
Part of the Supper at Grace Ministry is preparing 50 sack lunches for guests to
take out. We are going to prepare the lunches on Thursday morning, October
16th at 10:00 in Byrne Hall. Sack lunches contain a peanut butter and jelly
sandwich, chips, cookies and a drink. All of the fixings are provided-all we
need a some willing hands to come “jam” with us for about an hour to prepare
and pack the lunches. If you would like to join this ministry to help feed the
needy, please contact Teri Floore (763-2439) or Diane Tate (769-0941).

Grocery Cart Ministry
For over a decade our parish has supported the St. Andrew Baptist Benevolence
Center’s food pantry. This ministry provides food to clients that have been
referred by government, religious and private organizations and by word of
mouth. Last week it filled 323 food orders to service 1,052 clients. Clients are
allowed one food order per month which includes staples such as canned
vegetables and fruit, pasta and tomato sauce, rice, macaroni and cheese, peanut
butter and cereal. All food donations are given to local community members.

We are reviving our support of this ministry and asking each member of our
parish who is able to purchase a specified food item. When shopping for your
groceries please by some Pasta and/or Tomato Sauce and place it in our baskets
located under the bulletin board in Byrne Hall. We will collect Pasta &Tomato
Sauce during October.

Columbarium & Memorial Garden
It is comforting to know that many of you will be interred in the new
Columbarium. However, please know there will be continuing spaces in the
Memorial garden out in the courtyard. This is a sanctified and dedicated space. It
was blessed when it was built and will always be a viable choice. When it was
built it was consecrated with the following prayer: “O God, whose blessed Son was
laid in a sepulcher in the garden: Bless + we pray, this space, and grant that they
who are to be buried here may dwell with Christ in paradise, and may come to your
heavenly kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” In the same
way the Columbarium will be blessed to make it sacred space. Anyone wishing to
purchase a space, the cost is $500 per niche. After construction is finished, the
cost will be $1,000.
Chapel
Once the construction is finished and we are in the new space, the
redesigned chapel, even though it is smaller will be used for many things such as
quiet days, week day Morning Prayer etc. It will also, because of the
Columbarium, be a chapel of repose. Many things that we did before in the chapel
will so easily be done in the new worship space, because of the flexibility to make
the space small or large. We will be doing a lot of things in the new worship space
that we used to do in the chapel for that reason. The labyrinth will be available on
certain days for meditation as well. Yes, things won’t be like they always were,
but this will be even better, as there will be more avenues for worship.

The Blessing of the Animals

Don’t Forget your
Pennies from Heaven
For Living Stones

Pease keep the following in your prayers : Warren, Ruth Ann, Iva, , Pete, Steve,
Maria, Ethel, Jane, Kelly, Joni, Tim, Carol, Linda, Lui, Rhonda, Steven, Kathy,
Jeremy, Rosemary. Dorothy, Kiley, Maggie, Patricia, Anne, MaryLou, George, Walt,
Debbie, Susan, Nurse Nancy, Dr. Kent. Mary Jane, Sammy, Rick, Jane, Joy, Ryan,
Virginia, Diane, Glenda, Laura, Pam, Pat, Ashley, Reese, Hazen, Mary, Robin, Pam,
Anna, Diane, Sara, Debbie
We pray for our men and women in the Armed Forces at home and abroad:Jeff,
James, Andrew, Kenneth, Evan, Ryan, Joe, Nate, Richard, David, Brian, Jason,
Billy, Colin, Todd, Brett, Jordan, Jeremiah

