St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Tidings
Week of December 10, 2017

Message from Margaret
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ the Son of God. Of course it
didn’t really begin with the baptizer. God had been preparing for that Good News
ever since the creation of human beings who might need to be redeemed. God had
called Abraham to leave everything he knew, and to make his way wherever the
Lord might direct him—and he responded without knowing where he was going.
God called Moses to renounce privilege that had come to him, and to accept
the task of leading Abraham’s descendants from their security in slavery to the
risks and opportunities of freedom.
And God called the second Isaiah to proclaim comfort to the returning exiles
as they undertook the task of rebuilding their land. The comfort was forgiveness.
Iniquity was atoned. And now the aim had to be to prepare a way for god to
reward them by shepherding and protecting the weak and helpless, as well as
guarding the fortress of Zion and all the cities of Judah.
The lord would lead their return. The passage through the desert
along which the exiles could travel would be a smooth and level highway, with
depressions raised and mountains made low. And the Lord’s presence would be
recognized by all.
As the Gospel records it, there is a further stage of preparation. The comfort
and expiation proclaimed by the Second Isaiah still had to contend with a goodness
that withers like grass and the flowers of the field. Once again there had to be a
voice to cry out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord.” But John’s
message led up to the declaration that even now there was a person far more
empowered by God than he was himself. In the Person who was God’s Light, the
baptism of water for repentance to give protection in the day of judgment would

find its culmination in the baptism by John’s greater successor. Those who
received his successor’s baptism would be empowered and enlightened and
sanctified by the presence within them of God’s Holy Spirit. That IS the good
news of Jesus Christ the Son of God.
The National Church has suggested that during Advent we focus on
proclaiming as did John…that we focus on proclaiming the dream of Beloved
Community. “Healing and reconciliation, and justice are big ideas, but they all
begin with exploring our stories, shared history and deepest longings. If we listen
closely to our church and our neighbors, what might we hear? What experiences
have people had around race, ethnicity, and culture? Is there a shared vision of the
beloved Community? What collective commitments and behaviors could we all
make that would begin to foster Beloved Community? John didn’t just cry out in
the wilderness: he prepared people to enter the waters of baptism, to share their
deepest truths,, and to raise up ready for healed and reconciled relationship with
God and with their neighbor. Blessings for Advent. Margaret+

Help Create Our St. Andrew’s
Advent & Christmas Reflections
When you think about preparing your heart and home for Jesus this season, what
thoughts and prayers do you reflect on? Do you have an Advent or Christmas
reflection that’s been particularly meaningful to you over the years? If you have a
response to any of these questions – or another prayer or response for Advent or
Christmas-- we hope you’ll submit a reflection or even a short quote or prayer for
the St. Andrew’s Advent Reflections of 2017. You can submit them at any time
through December 29th and Mother Molly will integrate them into the weekly set
of reflections. These are some prompts to get you started or feel free to submit a
beloved reflection written by a person that you admire.
 Advent is a time of preparation and, sometimes, of waiting. Is there a
particular way that you are preparing for Jesus this December and what
does that preparation mean to you?
 Is there a part of life at St. Andrew’s – either in the present or the past -that especially reminds you of Advent or Christmas?
 When you worship and pray at St. Andrew’s or at home, what is your
prayer for your family, your community, or the world?
Each week’s Advent/Christmas reflections will be sent by e-mail on Sunday
evening up through Sunday, December 31 which is the beginning of the last week
of Christmas.

Christmas Eve

Because Christmas Eve falls on Sunday this year, the
Vestry has recommended that the 10 a.m. service be
Morning Prayer with Christmas carols and the
Service of Festal Holy Eucharist for Christmas Eve be
Sunday evening at 5 p.m. If you would like to give
poinsettias in memory or honor of someone the cost is
$15 each. You will find an insert in the bulletin this
Sunday for the poinsettias and for the gift of music in
memory or honor of someone.

We welcome into the Household of God Kaleb Rafael Coronel,
Mennika Peregrina Coronel, Molly Marie Mettille, and Alexander
Rene Neiheiser by virtue of their baptism; and Judy and Tom
Pendergrast by reception into the Episcopal Church. What a great day
the Bishop’s visit was! Thank you to the choir, all who served and
helped, and especially to Kathleen Turner for the wonderful luncheon.

The Completion of the Columbarium

A columbarium is a place for the respectful and dignified storage of
cremated remains or “cremains” of our loved ones. The term comes
from the Latin columba (dove) and originally referred to
compartmentalized housing for doves. Historically, Roman
columbaria were built underground. Today’s columbariums can be
either free standing units, or part of a mausoleum or part of another
building. Some manufacturers produce columbariums that are built
entirely off-site and brought to the premises by a large truck. Many
modern crematories and funeral homes have columbariums. In
some cases, columbariums are built into church structures. In
recent decades cremation with the internment of ashes in a
columbarium rather than burial in public cemeteries has become
increasingly common. In fact, the use of cremation has enabled the
church to reclaim the century old tradition of the burial of loved
ones on church property.
The final part of our Columbarium will be put in place in the
next few weeks. Each niche is $1500. This is a lovely alternative to
other ways of burial, and not as expensive. There are 8 spaces left
in this final section. If you would be interested in purchasing a
space, please contact the office.

SOCK DRIVE FINISHES THIS THURSDAY!!!
As cooler weather approaches many without adequate
shelter face the problem of keeping warm. Our Supper
at Grace team hopes to provide new socks to our guests
in December to help alleviate this problem. We need 100
pairs of men’s socks, 50 pairs of women’s socks and 50
pairs of children’s socks. We are half way to that
goal! If you can help, please bring new socks before
December 14th and place them in the baskets under the
bulletin board in Byrne Hall. We will be wrapping these
gifts at 9:30 AM in Byrne Hall on December 14th and
welcome everyone to join in this happy task.

PROJECT RESOURCE
POT-LUCK FOLLOWING THE 10 A.M.
SERVICE ON DECEMBER 17TH
COME SEE THE VIDEO:
“WE ARE ST. ANDREW’S!”

SUPPER AT GRACE THURSDAY December 21
Join us at 9:00 AM in Byrne Hall to make pack lunches and do prep
work for dinner
AND/OR
Grace Church on the beach anytime between 3:30PM and 6:00 PM to
set up, cook, serve and clean up
If you have warm sweaters or coats you would like to donate, we will
make them available to our guests. Please bring them to Byrne Hall
on Sunday December 10 or December 17. We will be serving a special
Christmas supper and hope you can help us make this a wonderful
event. New volunteers ALWAYS welcome.
For more information, contact Teri Floore or Diane Tate.

Joy to the World

The time has come …for the ladies of St. Mary’s to sing
Christmas carols at Barbara Sontag’s house, 604 Baywood
Drive, Lynn Haven, with Barbara at the piano and Valerie on
the guitar!! Hostesses will be Mary Davenport, Teri Floore,
Vera Lansing and Sally Brewer. Please bring a gift for a
gentleman and a lady for the nursing homes to spread
Christmas blessings! See you at Barbara’s on December 12th
at 10:00 a.m.
T-Shirts
More of the larger size “God through Our Window” t-shirts
are now available. Please contact Tom Brewer after the
service if you would like to purchase one, or several.

KP
Several of you signed up on Kick-Off Sunday for kitchen duty. This means
you put away the coffee pots and other items in the locked pantry after coffee
hour. Thank you so very much for taking on this duty. Anyone else who
would not mind doing this is welcomed to sign up. See Fran. Thank you!!

Forty Minutes on Faith
Our Adult Lectionary Study
9:00 – 9:40 a.m. Parish Hall

Discuss our spiritual response to Scripture using
the history and context of Jesus’ words as our
starting point. Each week’s forty minutes
includes teaching and group discussion.

November 19

Parable of the Valuable Coins

Matthew 25:14-30

November 26

“…just as you cared for one of the
least of these, you cared for me”

Matthew 25:31-46

December 3

Our topic will be the Bishop’s Choice! Our bishop, The Rt.
Rev. Russell Kendrick visits us on Sunday, December 3 – he
will baptize that day and so he often teaches on our baptismal
vows or on tenets of our faith.

December 10

Prepare the way of the Lord

Mark 1:1-8

December 17

A voice of one crying out in the
wilderness

John 1:6-8,19-28

December 31

Who is this “light of all people”
whom we know as Jesus?

John 1:1-18

Please keep the following in your prayers: Bob, Virginia, Warren, Betty, El,
Richard, Audrey, Thomas, Mike, Frank, Paul, Rick, Hank, Helen, Marcella, Donna,
Paige, Marqua, Barbara, Kim, Peter, Nelda, Constance, Rosemary, Annie, Gregory,
RuthAnn, Doris, Charlene, Chuck, Landon, Jeremy, Tommy, Charlene, Kyle, Judy,
Anne, Mary, William, Donald, Dean, David, Gene, Kelly, Nina, Connie, Jeremy,
Tommy, Kelsey, Skye, Shari, Tim, Carol, Debra, Elizabeth, Louise, Sandy, Shari,
Tim, Kelsey, Skye, Jeremy, Nina, Connie, Kathy, Tommy, Greg, Kim, Hunter, Holli,
Cynthia, Mary Lou, Elizabeth, Debra, Allison, Donna, Jennifer

We pray for our men and women in the Armed Forces at home and abroad:
David, Jason, Billy, Colin, Todd, Jordan, Jeremiah, Richard. James, Jeffrey
Brewer, 455TH Air Expeditionary Wing

