High Tidings
St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church
Panama City

May 2012

The Rev. Dr. Margaret S. Shepard
Rector

Message from Margaret:
OUR VISION
Clergy Conference is always an interesting event. Just recently we
gathered
as diocesan clergy and bishop, and our much anticipated speaker
A Vision of Mission: St.
Andrew’s will begin a new way was Diana Butler Bass, Ph.D. At this time, Bass is on the faculty of one of
our Episcopal seminaries, Seabury Western, which is in Chicago. She has
to routinely reach out to those
been on the faculty at Virginia Seminary, Alexandria, Virginia, University
who do not know Christ (or
of California, Santa Barbara, and Rhodes College. I was particularly
who do not have a church
excited to hear her because I lived with her work, “The Practicing
home). The primary focus of
Congregation” for three years while I was writing my dissertation. Most
the Church is to minister to
those who have yet to enter our recently, our vestry studied the same book for almost a year. Her work
has had a profound influence in my ministry which has mostly been in the
doors. Each of us is an
area of congregations and development, i.e. working with congregations
evangelist.
who want to grow.
She asks the question: “What does it mean for the Church to
A Vision of Worship:
‘thrive’ and not just to survive?” Many people in churches today feel
overwhelmed by falling budgets, declining memberships, decaying
Make worship transforming
buildings, and unresponsive denominational structures. Bass uses the
and accessible, so that when
metaphor of the wave, and suggests we are in the trough of the wave. She
people leave they are thirsting
recognizes that there is a difference between the weather and climate. You
to come back for more.
can see the weather, but you can’t see climate. When we look at the
church, we can see the difference between these two entities. The climate
A Vision of Hospitality:
in the church is the big picture. What can we do about the big picture?
Practice Radical Hospitality.
She continues by debunking the myth that the only growing
churches are Evangelical and Pentecostal. Being Episcopalian, Bass feels
Besides worship, newcomer
one of the most important things for our church is to bring back and focus
ministry must be the most
on the traditions of the Church—and to do them well. But—and it is a
important ministry in the
calculated “but”—some things have to change. We can no longer, if we
parish.
want to attract new members, continue in the way we have always done itcontinuing to have and trying to “do church” in big “barny” worship
spaces when our congregations have dwindled. “When cultures go through
Our Mission Statement:
change, something disappears, so that something else can be born,” she
To Encounter God and Have comments. In other words, we take our “barny” spaces and make them
Our Spirits Formed
welcoming for the visitor, those living with handicaps, our older people,
through Christian Worship in and all sorts and conditions of people. We focus on our traditions, but
Episcopal Tradition,
we do that with excitement and enthusiasm. (Cont. on p. 2)
Community, Mission, and
Education
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Bass understands what it is to be a part of various denominations. She began as a Methodist as a child,
and when her family moved to Arizona she became involved in an evangelical church, and then a
charismatic church. Eventually she found her way to the Episcopal Church at Trinity Episcopal Church,
Santa Barbara. This was one of the churches that had declining membership and, like other protestant
churches, did worthy things much like the Rotary Club, but did not pay attention to the spiritual lives of
the people. But that changed. “Trinity realized that people could no longer assume people were
Christians... they decided that the primary job of the church was to be a spiritual community that forms
people in faith. This they linked with a renewed appreciation for Christian tradition.”
“In the New Testament, Jesus asks everyone to change. …Jesus asks everyone he meets do
something and change. The whole message of the Christian scripture is based in the idea of metanoia,
the change of heart that happens when we meet God face-to-face.” (Christianity for the Rest of Us: How
the Neighborhood Church is Transforming Faith; Diana Butler Bass)

WELCOME!!!!
St. Andrew’s welcomes the following: Ken & Helen Graves who have transferred from St.
Agnes, Franklin, N. C; Heather & Jeremy Hudson, and Mairi Graham -Shaw who were
recently confirmed; Camilla & Jerry Jimmerson, who have transferred from the Cathedral of
St. Philip, Atalnta, Ga.; Mike & Linda Kennedy and Susan Eagan, from the Roman Catholic
Church; Nell & John Barnett, who have transferred from Holy Nativity; Ted Broome &
Chandler Broome, and Kathy McClure, and Keith McClure.

BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH SUNDAY: SUNDAY, MAY 27!!!!!!
WHO WILL GET THE PRIZE?? SUE WEBB WON LAST TIME!!
NFT Fundraiser
Sat., May 5th
10:oo a.m.
Byrne Hall
St. Mary’s Guild
Tues., May 8th
Noon
Willows Tea Room
OSL Homebound
Wed., May 9th
Noon
Something’s Cooking

WOW
Wed., Mat 9th
6:00 p.m.
Byrne Hall
Vestry Meeting
Wed., May 16th
6:45p.m.
Chapel
Shell Island Picnic
Fri., May 18th
4:00 p.m.
St. Andrew’s Marina

OSL Meeting
Sun., May 20th
After 10:00 service
Book Group
Tues., May 22nd
11:30 a.m.
Buccaneer Restaurant
WOW
Wed., May 23rd
6:00 p.m.
Byrne Hall
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NEWS YOU CAN USE
ORDER OF ST. LUKE
In addition to OSL providing Intercessory Prayer during Communion, members meet
on the third Sunday, May 20th this month, after the 10:00 service in the Library.
Come and help us pray for those who need God’s healing touch.
OSL members also prepare and bless prayer shawls for the sick and visit the
homebound. OSL Homebound Care meets the second Wednesday (May 9th) at
Something’s Cooking at Noon for lunch to check on people we serve.

BOOK GROUP
The Book Group meets monthly, the third (3rd) Tuesday for lunch and discussion.
Please note changes in day of week, and time for meetings. This month we will meet Tuesday,
May 22nd, 11:30 a.m. at Something’s Cooking. Sarah Young will lead a discussion of
Sarah’s Key by Tatiana De Rosnay.
Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten year-old girl, is brutally arrested
with her family by the French police in the Vel’ d’Hiv’ roundup,
but not before she locks her younger brother in a cupboard in the
family's apartment, thinking that she will be back within a few
hours.
Paris, May 2002: On Vel’ d’Hiv’s 60th anniversary, journalist
Julia Jarmond is asked to write an article about this black day in
France's past. Through her contemporary investigation, she stumbles onto a trail of longhidden family secrets that connect her to Sarah. Julia finds herself compelled to retrace the
girl's ordeal, from that terrible term in the Vel d'Hiv', to the camps, and beyond. As she probes
into Sarah's past, she begins to question her own place in France, and to reevaluate her
marriage and her life.
Tatiana de Rosnay offers us a brilliantly subtle, compelling portrait of France under occupation
and reveals the taboos and silence that surround this painful episode.
Join us for food, good fellowship and a good read!
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SAVE THESE DATES!
WOW FOR MAY
th

On Wednesday, May 9 , the students from the Renaissance School will present a
program, demonstrating their language and creative skills. You may remember the wonderful
and enlightening program they gave last year. They are truly a gift to our church.
On Wednesday, May 23rd, at 6 p.m. (dinner) we will have a special service recognizing
the fact that St. Andrew’s has paid off the mortgage on the rectory. There will be a mortgage
burning, celebrating the goodness of God and the faithfulness of St. Andrew’s parishioners.

PICNIC AT SHELL ISLAND
Remember how much fun our sunset cruise was? Well, Friday, May 18th,
we’ll gather at the St. Andrew’s Marina for a boat trip to Shell Island. Bring a
picnic supper. Sign up in Byrne Hall. Details to be announced.

PENTECOST—THE BIRTHDAY OF T HE CHURCH!
On Sunday, May 27th, we will celebrate Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirit upon
the Church. This is one of the major Feast Days of the Christian Church, and especially in our
liturgy. This is a major day for baptism, so if you have not been baptized or have a child or
grandchild to be baptized, please contact the church office. The color RED is the liturgical
color of the day, and you are invited to wear red on this day. There will be a major celebration
with banners, instruments, and all sorts of exciting things, so this a service you don’t want to
miss.

SUNDAY BREAKFASTS
St. Andrew’s Sunday Breakfasts will begin on Sunday,
June 3rd at 8:30 a.m. There is a sign-up sheet in Byrne Hall;
perhaps your Foyer Group or any other group would like to
prepare breakfast. This is always a fun time and a time to be
together!
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING?
Preparations for Easter Egg Hunt
involved many parishioners. These
pics were taken by Chris and Mike
Howk’s granddaughter. Dick
Seeberger took lots of pics of the
Hunt itself, but he and Margaret
left for vacation before we could
get copies. We’ll catch up with him
when they return!

Thursday Supper at Grace!
Several members of St.
Andrew’s turned out to cook
and serve for homeless people
at Grace Episcopal Church on
the Beach. The people are so
grateful and we’re getting to
know their faces now!

ST. MARY’S GUILD
On Tuesday, May 8th at 10:00 a.m., SMG will meet at
Willows Tea Room at 461 Harrison Ave. for fellowship at their last
meeting before summer. For more information contact Mary Wimpenny
at 872-7999.
Find new pictures and more news on our webpage:
www.standrewsbythebay.org
Check it out
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MAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE

If you cannot serve, please arrange a substitute.
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HOLY WEEK 1

Palm Sunday
and a dramatic reading
of the Gospel

Maundy Thursday—
Confirmation by the
Bishop
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HOLY WEEK 2
Good Friday
Cross Walk and
Lunch

Easter Vigil
Holy Saturday

A full
church on
Easter
Sunday!

Press the ‘like’ button on the Church’s Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Andrews-Episcopal-Church
And see what’s going on!
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MORE NEWS
UPDATE YOUR DIRECTORY
New Email Address
Faye Hutt: fayehutt01@gmail.com

NFT FUNDRAISER
Bingo, prizes, bake sale, plant sale, rummage sale, hot dog plates, we have it all!
Saturday, May 5th, Byrne Hall, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Bingo cards $1 or 6/$5, Hot dog plates $3

GROCERY CART
Food shortages are always with us so it’s time to fill up the
grocery baskets again. The grocery stores are having lots of
“Buy One, Get One (BOGO)” items and even if you don’t use
them, they make good donations for our Grocery Cart. During
April we have been asked to provide dried beans and rice.
While you are shopping, look for rice and beans and purchase
some for our Grocery Cart. All the better if you can get them
BOGO! All foods are donated to the food pantry at St. Andrew
Baptist Benevolence Ministry for distribution to people in our
community.

Press the ‘like’ button on the Church’s Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Andrews-Episcopal-Church
And see what’s going on!
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Beckwith Summer Camp 2012
Celebrating our 40th Anniversary

Summer Camp Registration
"the best week of a camper's life"
All Registration this year is online
at the Camp Beckwith Website www.campbeckwith.org
Lara Wiggins - Summer Camp Director
campbeckwith@bellsouth.net
Anna Bryant - Summer Camp Registrar
beckwithregistrar@bellsouth.net
Summer Camp Session Dates:
Sr. High Camp 9th - 12th grades: June 7 - June 12
Session 2 - 5th & 6th grades: June 14 - June 19
Session 3 - 8th & 9th grades: June 22- 27
Session 4 - 3rd & 4th grades: June 30- July 3
Session 6 - 7th & 8th grades: July 11- July 16
Session 7 - 4th & 5th grades: July 19 - July 23
Session 8 - 6th & 7th grades: July 26- 30
Session 9 - 2nd & 3rd grades with a Parent (optional) August 1-3
Beckwith
10400 Beckwith Lane
Fairhope, AL 36532
251-928-7844
www.campbeckwith.org

There are scholarships available for summer camp. Let’s have some campers! Margaret is the clergy person for the
August 1‐3 camp.
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ST. ANDREW’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
DIOCESE OF THE CENTRAL GULF COAST

The Right Rev. Philip M. Duncan, II

Bishop

PASTORAL CARE
If you or someone you know is in the hospital or in need of
a pastoral care visit or call, please call Rosemary Long at
the Church Office 763-7636.

The Rev. Dr. Margaret S. Shepard

Rector

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN

The Rev. John E. Wave

Associate for Pastoral Care
The Rev. Deacon Ray Wishart

Staff
Sue Webb

Miriam Gladstone

Choirmaster

Organist

Christine & Mike Howk

If you need immediate prayer because of an emergency
situation, the St. Andrew’s prayer chain is available. Please
contact Jeanette Ann Bruce at (850) 814-5234. If you are in
the Hospital and would like a visit please contact Margaret
at 850-419-7440 or John at 850-784-9887.
► PARISH PRAYER LIST◄

Building & Grounds Coordinators
The Vestry of St. Andrew’s
Anne Staley (2012) Sr. Warden
763-5995
Christine Howk (2014), Jr. Warden
319-3308
Jason Mitchell (2014), 770-9935
Jeff Cole (2013), 481-6523
Teri Floore (2012) 763-2439
Melinda Hall (2012) 348-1289
Marilyn Hermansen (2012) 522-6449
Belle Casler (2013) 522-0332
Nancy Young (2013) 522-8650
Bill Gobat, Treasurer 785-1131

Weekly Services
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Choir
1608 Baker Court
Panama City, Florida 32401-1900
(850) 763-7636
email4standrews@knology.net
www.standrewsbythebay.org

Office Hours
Monday: 9 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday: 9 a.m.-3:3:0 p.m.

Names will remain on the Prayer List for six weeks. If
prayer is needed beyond that period, please place a note in the
offering plate, or call the Church Office at 763-7636.
*Prayer Cards - If you would like to have a name included
in the list below, please be sure to write “Bulletin” on the
Prayer Card and sign the card.

For the Sick and Those in Need: Robert, Clint, Iva, Sa’zane,
Jim, Anna, Samarra, Dick, Sandra, Amanda, Mike, Terry,
Tom, Earnestine, Gail, Mary, Barbara, Robert, Evan, Colin,
Kelley, Virginia, Jack, Andy, Larry, Sandi, Rick, Linda, Anna,
Paul, Kelly
For the Military: Jeff Anderson, Bowe Bergdahl, James
Bracken, Andrew Cole, Ronnie Grissett, Michael Howk,II,
Kenneth Kline, Evan McClain, Ryan McGlothlin, Joe Murphy,
Nate Nemeth, Richard Smith, David Stanley, Brian
Wimpenny, Jason L. White, Billy Yon, Mike d’Albertis,
Joseph Deramo, Colin Weaver
For the Departed: Tom and Miriam Gladstone’s daughter,
Joanie, Henry Hilton-Green, Dick Barton.

